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Young Filmmaker’s Prize winner announced!
We are excited to announce 
the winner of our 2009 Young 
Filmmaker’s Prize for Florida 
Nature Documentaries, Division 
Street by Eric Bendick. Eric’s film 
will premiere at the 2009 Orlando 
Film Festival  on November 6. 

We are also excited to tell you 
that Division Street has been 
nominated for Best Documentary 
Award! You can view the Division 
Street trailer by visiting our 
website.

To celebrate the success of our first 
Young Filmmaker’s Prize compe-
tition and our winner, Eric Bendick, 
Equinox will host an invitation-only 
reception on November 6 prior to 
the premiere of Division Street. 

The premiere, which is free and 
open to the public, begins at 
7pm. Filmmaker Eric Bendick will 
be present to accept his award 
and participate in a Q&A session. 
Folllowing the Q&A will be a VIP 
after party (open to attendees of 
the premiere) sponsored by the 
Orlando Film Festival. 

Equinox’s short documentary on 
the Carr Cabin was also accepted 
into the festival and will screen  
on Sunday, November 8 at 2:45pm 
with another short documentary, 
Invasive.

We invite all of our friends and 
supporters to join us Friday, 
November 6 for the premiere  
and festival party. All festival 
screenings are free and open to  
the public. For more information 
and film details and screening 
times, visit the Orlando Film 
Festival’s website.

(click on the image above to view the trailer)

The fourth annual Orlando Film Festival 
runs November 4–8, 2009 at the new 
Plaza Cinema Cafe in downtown 
Orlando, Florida. All screenings are 
free and open to the public. For more 
information on the festival or for film 
details and showtimes, visit their 
website.

Want to keep abreast of what we’re 
up to here at Equinox? Interested in 
the issues that we care about? Follow 
us on Facebook or subscribe to our 
Blog for the latest updates from the 
Equinox team!

More ways to  
follow Equinox

2010 Young Filmmaker’s Prize  
Competition Opens!
Equinox is now accepting entries 
for our 2010 Young Filmmaker’s Prize 
for Florida Nature Documentaries.

Are you an amateur filmmaker with 
an interest in producing a nature 
d o c u m e n t a r y ? 
Do you have a 
message about 
conservation or 
stewardship you’d 
like to share? If you 
answered yes, you 
may be eligible to enter the Young 
Filmmaker’s Prize for Florida Nature 
Documentaries.

The first place winner will receive a 
cash award of $1,000 and his/her 
film will screen at the 2010 Orlando 
Film Festival. Additional prizes may 
be awarded for second and third 
place finishers. 

This contest is 
open  to amateur 
f i l m m a k e r s 
between 18 
and 30 years 
of age, as well 

as those currently enrolled in film 
school. For more information, visit  
www.equinoxdocumentaries.org/yfp/.

http://equinoxdocumentaries.org/
http://equinoxdocumentaries.org/
http://equinoxdocumentaries.org/
http://www.orlandofilmfest.com/
http://www.orlandofilmfest.com/
http://equinoxdocumentaries.org/yfp/
http://www.facebook.com/home.php#/equinoxdocumentaries?ref=profile
http://www.facebook.com/home.php#/equinoxdocumentaries?ref=profile
http://equinoxdocumentaries.org/blog/
http://equinoxdocumentaries.org/blog/
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Terry Hadley is a fourth generation 
native Floridian. He grew up in Winter 
Park and was in the first graduating 
class of Glenridge Junior High. He 
attended Winter Park High School and 
went on to the University of Florida 
where he earned  his undergraduate 
degree in economics and a graduate 
degree in law. 

After law school, Terry practiced 
briefly in Jacksonville before serving 
four years in the Navy, including a tour 
in Vietnam. After the Navy, he worked 
as a prosecutor, heading up a felony 
division in the state attorney’s office 
in Orlando. Since that time, he has 
been in private practice, specializing 
in business law, real estate, banking, 
mergers and acquisitions. 

As part of that work, Terry has 
volunteered over the years to act as 
a guardian ad litem for abused and 
neglected children and was honored 

with several awards from the Orange 
County Bar and the Florida Bar.

Terry has also been involved in the 
formation of several mitigation banks 
(large tracts of land set 
aside for conservation 
p u r p o s e s  w i t h  a 
conservation easement 
preserving the land in 
perpetuity as pristine 
undisturbed wetlands) 
and a fund set aside 
in trust to preserve and 
protect that status. 

It was during the filming 
of In Marjorie’s Wake that 
Terry first connected with 
Equinox when the crew 
stayed at his home on 
Cross Creek. The home 
is about four miles from his great-
grandparents’ homestead farm, 
which Terry also still owns.

Advisory Council profile: Terry Hadley
Terry says he loves the outdoors and 
fishing. He uses his airboat at Cross 
Creek to explore the wilderness and 
show his friends and grandchildren 
Florida as it used to be as that 

particular area is well 
preserved and natural.

Of his participation with 
Equinox, Terry says, “I 
connected with Equinox 
as a result of getting to 
know the folks doing In 
Marjorie’s Wake and 
was impressed with your 
stated mission. I believe 
Equinox does a first-class 
job of bringing the state 
of Florida alive from a 
unique perspective, and 
is helping to preserve 
some of the wonderful 

aspects of our state that are in danger 
of being lost in this modern era.” 

What’s next? Turtles! 
Florida cooters, logger 
musks and softshells. 
A former Penn State 
student from Houston, 
TX is currently studying 
the habits of many of 
the turtles you see when 
you paddle along the 
Wekiva River (and a 
host of those you don’t 
see).  

Why is this important? 
We l l  n o  o n e  h a s 
bothered to obtain 
baseline data on these 
critters. They seem to be doing fine, 

What’s next for Equinox?
but they really are a 
boutique species in the 
Wekiva basin, one that 
can signal alarms for 
any number of condition 
changes in the ecology 
of the basin. “Turtles are 
extremely important 
to Florida’s — and for 
that matter anyplace’s 
— natural ecosystem,” 
says Eric Munscher, a 
herpotologist/ecologist 
a n d  t h e  P r o j e c t 
Manager.  

“ The  more  peop le 
realize about them, the better. I 

am really happy about Florida’s 
ban on commercial turtle harvest. 
It is a large step in the fight of 
wildlife overconsumption.” The ban 
on commercial turtle harvest was 
enacted in June of 2009.

Equinox is working with a team of  
young fi lmmakers from Full Sail 
University to put together a short 
informational video that is sure to  
have al l  paddlers on the r iver 
exclamining, “There’s a red-bellied 
cooter!” 

We’l l  keep you posted on our 
progress.

Terry Hadley on his airboat

Eric Munscher poses  
with a snapping turtle

Equinox’s short documentary, The Carr 
Family Cabin – Celebrating a Forgotten 
Place in the Florida Scrub, will screen 
at this weekend’s Global 
Peace Film Festival. 

The festival, which runs 
from September 22-
27 in Orlando, Florida, presents films 
from around the world that suggest 
a personal message of peace as 

Carr Cabin in Global Peace Film Festival
reflected in the daily lives of individuals 
and communities the world over. The 
festival offers opportunities to attend 

educational panels, 
meet filmmakers and 
special guests and hear 
from local activists about 
their work. 

Carr Cabin will screen twice on 
Saturday, September 26: 

• at the Winter Park Library with One 
Village Same Ocean and Out Here in 
The Fields: Quail Hill Farm at 3:45pm

•at the Orlando Science Center as part 
of a day of environmental-focused 
screenings beginning at 10am

Tickets are $8 per screening and may 
be purchased at Bullfish in Baldwin Park 
or via the Global Peace Film Festival 
website.

http://globalpeacefilmfestival.org/
http://globalpeacefilmfestival.org/


a related exhibit and signing at 
nearby Maya Books & Music. The 
book, Florida’s American Heritage 

Bill at Fort Drum Creek

Two separate events  to ra ise 
awareness and funding for From Eden 
to Sahara are planned this Fall. 

The first will be in Jacksonville at the 
Haskell Company’s Riverfront Cafe, 
which has been graciously donated 
for the event. The St. Johns Riverkeeper, 
which has strongly endorsed Equinox’s 
plans for for Eden, will attend. 

The second event will be held in 
October at the newly refurbished 
Wekiva Island Marina, via the courtesy 
of the owners, Bill and Mary Sue 
Weinaug. 

A special Powerpoint presentation 
has been scripted and produced for 
both events. In addition to archival 
photos illustrating Florida’s historic 
love-hate relationship with water, it  
will include some rare film footage 
lifted from an old Army Corps of 
Engineer film that glorifies man’s 
“dominance” over nature.

Eden To Sahara is also the title of 
the 1929 environmental classic 
by botanist Dr. John Kunkel Small  
warning of dangers from water 
squandering to the very unique, 
water-driven landscape of Florida. 

Eden to Sahara Update
It aims to alert audiences to the 
impending water shortages, as well  
as to inform them of viable conserva-
tion alternatives. The entertaining 
story-telling format of the film will 
trace Florida’s historic management 
of water for the last 150 years. 

A $10,000 grant from the Lydia 
Stokes Foundation has already been 
received for the film. Once produced 
and broadcast, the documentary 
can then be used as a DVD product 
to continue the out-reach on water 
education for consumers, students 
and others.
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Traditionally, summer is time for 
vacations and time off. I guess I was 
a traditionalist this 
year as I visited two 
beautiful locations 
known fo r  g reat 
outdoor activities.  In 
June I spent a week 
in the mountains of 
Southern Colorado. 
T h e r e ’ s  n o t h i n g 
l i ke  see ing deer 
in your yard every 
morning or watching 
t h e  c o n s t a n t 
h y p e r a c t i v i t y  o f 
hummingbirds as 
they frantically feed for a full day 
of wing hovering. I yearned for a 
small sip of their nectar in hopes of 
increasing my energy on those long 
vertical hikes!

I also spent some time on my home turf 
— 5 days along the 
coast of Maine. It had 
been a while since I’d 
returned, especially 
during the summer.  I 
came to appreciate 
the s tate s logan 
“ Va c a t i o n l a n d ” 
f rom a  d i f fe rent 
perspective. I can say 
this with conviction, 
appreciate where 
y o u  a r e  a t  t h i s 
m o m e n t ,  f o r 
tomorrow is a long 
way from today.  

The trips away were a good reminder 
that nature can ease the soul, 

wherever you are. And now that I’m 
back in Florida,  respite activities can 

and will continue. 

Some of those Florida 
activities include my 
ongoing interest in 
underwater cave 
systems. 

I’m still working on 
a t ra in ing v ideo 
at Weeki Wachee 
and I will start some 
m o r e  s c i e n c e 
d iv ing  act i v i t ie s 
with the Cambrian 

Foundation in the fall. One of their staff 
scientists just received a large grant to 
study diversity and biogeography of 
microbial communities in submerged 
caves — basically to study plant 
life and critter life in no light zones 
of Florida’s caves.  I’m excited for 

the project and it 
means more time 
underwater for me, 
which continually 
teaches me about 
the importance and 
intricacies of Florida’s 
water supply. 

Speaking of water 
supply, Bi l l  and I 
continue to prepare 
for production on our 
water commentary/
history documentary, 
Eden to Sahara.  And 

I’ve begun to work with some students 
from Full Sail University to illustrate the 
status of turtles in the Wekiva River 
Basin.  

And finally on the student front, I’m 
teaching a Cinematography class 
at the University of Central Florida this 
semester. 

Small web projects continue.  I’m still 
posting progress on my front yard 
transformation. You can continue to 
follow the progress of  Bob’s Place at 
 www.TheLandscapeRenovator.com.  

And I’m working on some  short tutorial 
videos for Andros Voice Training. 

Production has s lowed for my 
creation care film, Our Father’s 
World, as we try to include a few 
more perspectives before releasing 
the film.  It’s a partnership production 
with my church, Northland, the 
Sierra Club and the Environmental 
Envangelical Network. And I’m still 
in the early stages of development 
for a documentary on Florida’s Surf 
History (with an angle on resource 
preservation).   

Have a great fall season and enjoy 
the cooling temperatures. 

What about Bob?

Acadia National Park, Maine, where Bob 
did a lot of his early diving back in the 80’s

Hummingbird going in for nectar

Sunrise on Sheepscot Pond in Maine

The filmmaker producing an exciting 
documentary in partnership with 
Equinox is holding a “Wild Beast & 
Veggie Feast” on Nov. 14 from 6 to 
10 pm at the Wekiva Island Marina 
on the river in Longwood. 

The event, which includes smoked 
mullet, cheese grits, wild turkey  
and other “native Florida” dishes, 
also features a Silent Auction with  
fun gifts for the sportsman as well as 

the “princess” in your life. Funds raised 
will benefit Michelle Thatcher’s film, 
The Alligator Princess of America’s 
Nile. 

The  documenta ry  ch ron ic le s 
Thatcher’s 500 mile solo paddle on  
the St. Johns River system. Tickets, 
which include live music, beverages, 
and, if so inclined, a moonlight pad-
dle, are $35 before Nov. 1, and $45 
after. Visit www.alligatorprincess.com 

Gator feast
to order online or 
to get more info on 
this  project. 

Equinox serves as 
Executive Producer 
on this film as a way 
of more actively 
partner ing with 
f i lmmakers who 
share like-minded goals of promoting 
nature and conservation.




